
I T is early in 1 1, sixteen years from slavcry. )Iother, with
.\"earllin~ hart. arc going out und I' the tar night after
night. to pray that something beller than they hav known

may 'orne to th ir daughter.. Th daughl I' , with confu ed
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BASEMENT OF FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

The First Day of School

There comes a spring morning, April 11. 1881, when Miss
Packard and )Ii s Giles - their only school equipment being
thcir Bible, their
notebook and their
pencils-greet
eleven girl, in a
dark, damp chool­
room, the ba ement
ve try of " Father"
Quarles's church.

The room soon
filled,- overflowed,
- 0 that another

teacher, who came "FATHER" FRANK QUARLES. AND FRIENDSHIP

a few month later. BAPTIST CHURCH

used the empty coal-bin for a recitation room. Young girls
and " etUed women" crowded in, hand in hand. When the
school re-opened in October, 1881, about one hundr d and
eventy-five women were enrolled, one third of whom were from
twent~--five to fifty year of age.

Boy said as they pas ed the door, " Just look at them old
women itting in school." But it was their first chance and
their only one, and they were in earnest. One said, "Folks

•

aid I was going crazy about the school. Spect I was. 'Twa
like folks <rot religion. They want other to have it. When
they aid I'd die by the time I'd graduate, I aid I'd carry it to

TO

MISS SOPHIA B. PACKARD
President. 1881-1801

MISS HARRIET E. GILES
President from 1801

hopes and eXlwdlllions of what the new freedoll1 is to brin... ar
longing to" gd an ('du('nlion:' n Wmt undefined ..ood of whi h
they ull(krsland lillII.' .

•

" Fat her' Frn Ilk Qua rks. 1he aged ~q.~ro pastor of Ihe Fri nd-
ship Baptisl Church..\rlanta. (;a .. is kneeling daily wilh bur­
dene I :oul. ('nlrealing the Lord to . end help for the girls in the
red hills and ri\" I' hottoms of (;eorgia.

Two Bo. ton women. ~Iis' Sophia n. Packard and )Ii
Hnrri I E. (;iles. ar not disohedi('nt to a heavenl\" vi ion, - a

•
\"i ion of neC'd in Ihe 'ou th. The\' ('om 10.\ lin ntao Ihe\' call. .
"Fath 1''' (~uarle. from his prayers 10 ask hi. help in op ning a
chool for ~egl'o women and girl.
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